A revision of the Afrotropical genus Mecistes Chapuis, 1874 is provided and its relations to the Oriental genus Apolepis is pointed out. Five new taxa are described: M. audisioi n. sp. (Rep. South Africa), M. grobbelaarae n. sp. (Rep. South Africa), M. thompsoni n. sp. (Malawi, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Rep. South Africa), M. ziliolii n. sp. (Rep. South Africa), M. zimbabweensis n. sp. (Zimbabwe); a lectotypus is designated for M. chapuisi Jacoby, 1900 and a neotypus is designated for M. tarsalis Chapuis, 1874. The following synonymies are established: M. saudica Medvedev, 1997 n. syn. of M. seriatus Lefèvre, 1885, M. indigaceus Jacoby, 1898 n. syn. of M. tarsalis Chapuis, 1874. A key to species is given. Riassunto -Revisione del genere Mecistes (Coleoptera Chrysomelidae). Viene proposta una revisione del genere Afrotropicale Mecistes e ne viene sottolineata l'affinità con il genere orientale Apolepis. Sono descritti cinque nuovi taxa: M. audisioi n. sp. (Rep. South Africa), M. grobbelaarae n. sp. (Rep. South Africa), M. thompsoni n. sp. (Malawi, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Rep. South Africa), M. ziliolii n. sp. (Rep. South Africa), M. zimbabweensis n. sp. (Zimbabwe); sono fissati il lectotypus di M. chapuisi Jacoby, 1900 e il neotypus di M. tarsalis Chapuis, 1874. Sono formalizzate le seguenti sinonimie: M. saudica Medvedev, 1997 n. syn. di M. seriatus Lefèvre, 1885, M. indigaceus Jacoby, 1898 n. syn. di M. tarsalis Chapuis, 1874. È fornita una chiave dicotomica delle specie del genere.
INTRODUCTION
In the present study, ten species are ascribed to the genus Mecistes: of these, two were originally described in the genus Pachnephorus -they were recently transferred to their present combination (Zoia, 2007a and 2007b ) -and five are here described as new to science.
The body length of the specimens is here measured from the pronotal frontal edge to the elytral apex, excluding the head the position of which varies considerably, being more or less deep-set in the prothorax in dried specimens. Localities within each State are arranged, whenever possible, in north-south and, secondarily, west-east order. TYPE SPECIES: Mecistes tarsalis Chapuis, 1874 (monotypy). DIAGNOSIS. A genus of the tribus Adoxini Jacoby, 1908 characterized by the oblong and convex body, with the prothorax narrower than the elytra, the latter oblong, usually subparallel from base to middle, with humeri well developed, protruding. Head hypognathous, partially retracted into the prothorax; eyes partially covered by the distal process of the prothoracic sides; frons punctured, more or less covered by moderately broad setae; labrum with distal margin concave or straight; mandibles short, robust; palpi with the last joint less than twice the 2 nd in length. First antennal segment large, subovoidal, flat on the outer side, 2 nd antennal segment short, subglobose, 3 rd to 6 th slender, 7 th to 11 th moderately enlarged. Pronotum with the base usually wider than, or as wide as the distal border, sides more or less curved; lateral border reaching or not the distal edge of the prothorax, usually evident at least proximally; the distal edge of the prothoracic episterna shortly produced as a post-ocular lobe which sometimes shortly extends dorsally above the level of the lateral border; surface more or less covered by moderately broad setae; prothoracic episterna more or less pubescent, with moderately broad setae; prosternum with lateral sulci, at least on its distal portion, to receive the antennae in a defensive attitude. Mesothoracic episterna triangular; metathoracic epimera oblong, moderately wide (3.5-5 times longer than wide), densely punctured and pubescent. Abdomen dorsally sclerotized, sternites pubescent. Pygidium without a median groove, covered by the elytra. Elytra either striate or irregularly punctured, either with short hairs or with more or less broad setae, arranged or not in longitudinal rows; epipleura wide at base, gradually narrowed to mid-length, evanescing to rear. Metathoracic wings fully developed. Legs relatively robust, with setae; femora either with a small tooth or unarmed, usually with a wide individual variability within a single species; protarsi in males either simple or weakly widened (usually this character shows a certain individual variability in both sexes); tarsal claws bifid; tibiae not emarginate distally. Aedeagus tube-like, strongly flexed dorso-ventrally; apex wide and robust, with distal margin more or less rounded, sometimes impressed in the middle; tegmen open dorsally, the two arms hardly reaching the sides of the median lobe; basal hood longer than the median lobe; ostium dorsal, ovate; the inner sac with a moderately wide sclerotization near the ostium. Spermatheca c-shaped; spermathecal duct thin, not sclerotized, usually relatively short; spermathecal gland tubular, thin, very long, frequently greatly exceeding the ductus in length; vagina without inner sclerotized plates.
DISTRIBUTION.
Mecistes is an Afrotropical genus, diffused in central and eastern Africa, from the Uele region and Kenya to Namibia, Botswana and the Eastern provinces of the Republic of South Africa, and in Saudi Arabia. COMPARATIVE NOTES. Among the African genera, Mecistes is easily recognizable by its distinctive aspect (figs 1-20), although the smaller species resemble Pachnephorus at first sight; in spite of this, these two genera differ under many important characteristics, including the morphology of the aedeagus and spermatheca. Mecistes seems not to show any clear relationship with other African genera, although the aedeagal morphology recalls that of some Macrocoma species.
Selman's keys to the genera of the Eumolpinae of Africa (Selman, 1965 and 1972 ) cannot be used to identify the genus Mecistes, as the characters he uses do not apply to any of the known species. The group of the characters given above can better divide Mecistes from the other African genera.
In many ways, Mecistes is close to the genus Apolepis, from the Oriental Region (Sumatra, Borneo, Philippines), in general aspect of the body, the bifid claws, the prosternal morphology, the prothoracic episterna shortly produced as a post-ocular lobe, and the elytral pubescence. In both genera the aedeagi have a short and robust median lobe, which is strongly flexed, with the apex at a right angle with the basal portion; the apex is always wide, but in Apolepis it is flat and ends in a triangle, while in Mecistes it is more robust, and with the distal edge more or less rounded. Also, the spermathecae show common characteristics, particularly in the relatively short ductus and the very long and thin accessory gland. In Apolepis, the spermathecal duct is inserted in the middle of a large sclerotized plate, occupying the innermost portion of the vagina 2 ; this sclerotized plate lacks in Mecistes. An other relevant difference between these genera is the presence in Apolepis of a deep groove dividing the clypeus from the frons; this groove is totally absent in Mecistes.
2) A sclerotized plate in the innermost part of the vagina has been already observed in other Eumolpinae species, having also in common with Apolepis the short spermathecal ductus and the relatively long accessory gland (Mesocolaspis spinulosum Medvedev & Zoia, 1996 , Lipesthes regalis Medvedev & Zoia, 1996 . In Apolepis this inner vaginal plate is wide, well sclerotized, and shows species-specific features; the species of Apolepis have no sclerotized gonapophysis. Further studies on this topic must be carried out in other genera. DESCRIPTION. Body length of the holotypus 4.5 mm (length range of the examined specimens: 4.1-4.7 mm). Habitus as in figs 1-2. Body black, without metallic reflection; pronotum black with feeble bluish metallic reflection; elytra metallic dark bluish; femora, tibiae and tarsi black; mandibles and palpi reddish brown, labrum black; 2 nd to 7 th antennal segments partially reddish brown, 1 st and 8 th to 11 th black.
KEY TO THE SPECIES OF MECISTES
Head: frons evenly moderately convex, the region between the eyes flat; the clypeus inclined, with a fine punctuation; the frons with small, oblong, weakly widened, regularly arranged, whitish to light yellow setae: in the middle of the frons the setae are 3-4 times longer than wide, moderately curved; surface of the frons with wide punctures, round, flat at their bottom; frons with a thin and superficial longitudinal sulcus in the middle; eyes moderately large and convex (in frontal view the distance between the eyes is about 3.4-3.5 times the width of a single eye) with a very narrow sulcus above. Antennae with 8 th to 11 th segments darkened: 1 st antennal segment globose, 1.5 times as long as wide, 2 nd shorter, 1/2 the first in length and 2/3 as wide, 3 rd 1.5 times longer than 4 th , twice as long as wide, 4 th to 6 th short, subequal in length, 6 th a little wider than the 5 th , 7 th to 10 th transverse, 11 th 1.2 times as long as wide and 1.4 times the 10 th in length. Pronotum 1.3 times wider than long, wider at base than at distal border; sides widening from base to the basal third, curved throughout their length and constricted distally; distal corners not evident; pronotal punctures wide, superficial, flat on bottom, not confluent, the surface between the punctures with a feeble microreticulation on the discus, with stronger microreticulation near the pronotal base; lateral borders wide, weakly serrate at base, evanescing near the distal edge of the prothorax; the post ocular process slightly extending dorsally beyond the anterior pronotal corner, reaching the level of the upper border of the eye, its distal edge straight; pronotal setae light yellow, poorly widened, regularly arranged, longer than the setae on the frons. Prothoracic epimera densely punctured, subrugose, and with setae smaller than those on the pronotum.
Mesothoracic episterna with small light yellow setae. Scutellum pentagonal, shiny, with a few punctures bearing small yellowish setae.
Metathoracic epimera 5 times as long as wide, finely punctured and with small, curved, light yellow setae. Metasternum with yellowish hairs.
Legs: long, with light yellowish setae; the femora with a small obtuse tooth beneath, black, moderately swollen, more so the fore ones; tibiae weakly curved, gradually widened to the tip, black; tarsi black, moderately robust; in m the fore tarsi a little wider than in f; claws bifid, with the inner tooth of each claw about 1/3 shorter than the outer one, the division starting near the claw's base.
Elytra moderately elongate (length/width at humeral level = 1.2); sides subparallel to beyond midlength, then evenly curved to the apices, which form a right angle; humeri prominent, covering the elytral sides in dorsal view; elytral main punctures bare, arranged in 10 regular rows; each interstria as wide or slightly wider than the strial punctures and with a median row of yellow to light yellow, curved setae, which are like the ones on the pronotum; as a rule, each row of setae is composed of single setae in its width, except the penultimate row which has 2 setae in its width; also the sutural interstria has a line of setae; interstriae flat, the outermost weakly convex; epipleura wide at base, gradually tapering to the end of the metathoracic epimera, very narrow from this point and evanescing at level of the distal border of the 2 nd sternite.
Aedeagus (figs 31-32). Spermatheca ( fig. 33 ): the spermathecal duct is short, scarcely exceeding half spermathecal length and weakly sclerotized; the spermathecal gland is very slender and long, exceeding more than five times the spermathecal length. DERIVATIO NOMINIS. The species is named after Paolo Audisio, a friend and a well-known specialist in Coleoptera Nitidulidae, who personally collected the specimens here described.
Mecistes chapuisi Jacoby, 1900
Mecistes chapuisi, Jacoby, 1900: 226; Mecistes chapuisi, Clavareau, 1914: 130. DESCRIPTION. Body length of the lectotypus 2.8 mm (length range of the examined specimens: 2.5-3.5 mm).
Habitus as in figs 3-4. Body uniformly black, without metallic reflections; pronotum and elytra black, moderately bright; femora, tibiae and tarsi reddish; labrum, mandibles and palpi reddish; antennal segments light reddish, usually the 7 th segment, only distally, and the 8 th to 11 th more or less darkened.
Head: frons feebly convex or almost flat between the eyes; clypeus feebly inclined, with relatively strong punctures and a few small hairs; the frons with feebly widened, moderately long, yellowish setae: in the middle of the frons the setae are like the ones on the pronotum; surface of the frons with wide punctures, flat at their bottom, most of them polygonal, separated by thin ridges; sometimes the frons with a very thin longitudinal median sulcus; eyes convex and moderately wide (in frontal view the distance between the eyes is about 3.4 times the width of a single eye) with a narrow sulcus above. Antennae: 1 st segment globose, 1.3 times as long as wide, 2 nd smaller, 0.7 times the first in length and 2/3 as wide, 3 rd 1.5 times longer than the 4 th , 2.5 times as long as wide, 4 th to 5 th subequal in length, a little longer than wide, 6 th and 7 th as long as wide, 8 th to 10 th transverse, 11 th 1.4 times as long as wide and 1.6 times the 10 th in length.
Pronotum 1.2 times wider than long, a little wider at base than at distal border; sides clearly curved throughout, widened from the base to mid-length, tapering distally; basal corners obtuse, distal corners not evident; pronotal punctures wide, superficial, flat on bottom, polygonal, separated by thin ridges, the pronotal surface reticulated; lateral borders thin, well marked, serrate from the base to the distal third, evanescing only distally; the post ocular process ending at the level of the anterior pronotal corner, its distal edge almost straight near the pronotal corner, feebly protruding anteriad; pronotal setae whitish to light yellowish (in the type specimens) or golden, feebly widened, rising from the middle of each pronotal puncture. Prothoracic epimera densely punctured, with setae smaller than the pronotal ones.
Mesothoracic episterna with thin, yellowish to whitish setae. Scutellum pentagonal, with the median angle of the distal edge more or less evident; the surface with relatively strong punctures, pubescent.
Metathoracic epimera 4 times as long as wide, finely punctured, with small, curved, whitish to yellow, feebly widened setae. Metasternum with whitish to yellowish hairs.
Legs: moderately long, slender, with thin, light yellowish setae; femora with a median acute tooth, sometimes very small; femora weakly swollen, with lightly roughened surface; tibiae weakly curved, frequently the hind tibiae almost straight; tibiae gradually and moderately widened to the tip, reddish, with weak longitudinal costae and rows of hairs; tarsi reddish, robust, the fore tarsi in m feebly wider than in f; claws bifid, with the inner tooth of each claw shorter than the outer one, the division starting at 1/3 of the claw's length.
Elytra elongate (length/width at humeral level = 1.3); sides feebly widened to beyond midlength, then regularly curved to the apices, which form a right angle; humeri prominent, covering the elytral sides in dorsal view; elytral setae arranged in 11 rows (including the row on the elytral lateral border), each row is 2-3 setae wide; setae from whitish to golden in colour, curved, like the ones on the pronotum; elytral main punctures more or less confused, more regularly arranged in longitudinal rows on the declivity and on the elytral sides, the elytral surface under the rows of setae always smooth; punctures strong, close, partially confluent ( fig. 24 ); epipleura wide at base, smooth, with whitish to yellowish setae, gradually tapering posteriorly and evanescing near the midlength of the first abdominal sternite.
Aedeagus (figs 34-35) angularly constricted backwards near the base of the ostium; the apex almost straight, feebly indented in the middle.
Spermatheca (figs 36-37).
NOTE. In the specimens from the type locality, the elytra have a short and low longitudinal costa, starting from the humeri, which is not present in the Kenyan and Tanzanian specimens. DESCRIPTION. Body length of the holotypus 3.1 mm (length range of the examined specimens: 2.9-3.8 mm).
Habitus as in figs 7-8. Body uniformly black, without metallic reflection; elytra black; femora black, tibiae and tarsi reddish, with the tarsal articles usually darkened distally; labrum, mandibles and palpi reddish; 1 st antennal segment reddish, usually with a dorsal blackish spot, 2 nd to 7 th reddish, 8 th to 11 th black.
Head: frons moderately convex, the region between the eyes flat; clypeus inclined, with strong punctuation only at base, not punctate distally; the frons with oblong, slen-der, regularly arranged, light yellow setae: in the middle of the frons the setae are 6-8 times longer than wide, moderately curved; surface of the frons with wide punctures, round, flat at their bottom; frons with a superficial longitudinal sulcus in the middle; eyes moderately large and convex (in frontal view the distance between the eyes is about 3.3 times the width of a single eye) with a very narrow and superficial sulcus above. Antennae: 1 st segment globose, 1.5 times as long as wide, 2 nd shorter, 1/2 the first in length and 2/3 as wide, 3 rd 1.5 times longer than 4 th , twice as long as wide, 4 th to 6 th short, subequal in length, nearly as long as wide, 7 th to 10 th transverse, the 7 th a little longer, 11 th 1.5 times as long as wide and 1.7 times the 10 th in length.
Pronotum 1.1 times wider than long, wider at base than at distal border; sides subparallel from base to middle, weakly curved and tapering distally; distal corners not evident; pronotal punctures wide, superficial, flat on bottom, separated by a thin ridge, with a geometrical aspect making the pronotal surface reticulated ( fig. 21) ; lateral borders very thin, evanescing at the thorax mid-length; the post ocular process slightly extending dorsally beyond the anterior pronotal corner, reaching the level of the upper border of the eye, its distal edge evenly curved and not protruding anteriad; pronotal setae light yellow, weakly widened, each of them arising from the middle of a pronotal puncture, and as long as the setae on the frons. Prothoracic epimera densely punctured, with setae smaller than those on the pronotum and usually partially covered by waxy secretion.
Mesothoracic episterna with small, light yellowish setae. Scutellum pentagonal, punctured, with very small, widened, yellowish setae.
Metathoracic epimera 3.5 times as long as wide, finely punctured, with small, curved, light yellow, moderately widened setae, usually with waxy secretion. Metasternum with light yellowish hairs.
Legs: long and slender, with light yellowish setae; the femora unarmed, black, weakly swollen, the surface with close punctures; tibiae weakly curved, the hind tibiae almost straight, gradually widened to the tip, reddish, costate, impunctate, with rows of very small hairs; tarsi reddish, moderately robust, the articles darkened distally; in m the fore tarsi a little wider than in the f; claws bifid, with the inner tooth of each claw shorter than the outer one, the division starting near middle of claw's length (fore tarsus) or in the basal third of the claw (middle and hind tarsi).
Elytra elongate (length/width at humeral level = 1.4-1.5); sides evenly curved, moderately widening to beyond midlength, then evenly curved to the apices, which form a right angle; humeri prominent, covering the elytral sides in dorsal view; elytral main punctures bare, arranged in 10 regular rows; each interstria nearly as wide as the strial punctures and with a median row of light yellowish, curved setae, which are like those on the pronotum; as a rule, each row of setae is 2-3 setae wide; also the sutural interstria has a double row of setae; interstriae flat, the outermost weakly convex; epipleura moderately wide at base, with a double series of yellowish setae, gradually tapering to the end of the metathoracic epimera, very narrow from this point and evanescing near the end of the 1 st sternite.
Aedeagus (figs 43-44). Spermatheca ( fig. 45 ): the spermathecal duct is moderately short, scarcely exceeding the spermathecal length and poorly sclerotized.
DERIVATIO NOMINIS. The species is named after Elizabeth (Beth) Grobbelaar, who personally collected the specimens here described.
VERIFIED DISTRIBUTION: Rep. South Africa: Transvaal.
Mecistes lineatus (Pic, 1921) Pachnephorus lineatus, DESCRIPTION. Body length of the holotypus 2.4 mm (length range of the examined specimens: 2.4-3.0 mm). Habitus as in figs 9-10. Body black, without metallic reflections; femora dark brown to black, tibiae and tarsi reddish brown; mouthparts reddish brown; antennae reddish brown, usually with segments 7 to 11 darkened.
Head: frons evenly moderately convex, the region between the eyes flat; the clypeus inclined, punctate; the frons with oblong, widened, regularly arranged whitish to light yellow setae: in the middle of the frons the setae are 3-4 times longer than wide, moderately curved; surface of the frons with wide pentagonal punctures, close to each other, flat at their bottom; frons with a narrow and superficial longitudinal sulcus in the middle; eyes large and moderately convex (in frontal view the distance between the eyes is about 2.7 times the width of a single eye) with a very narrow and superficial sulcus above. Antennae reddish brown, usually with last segments darkened: 1 st segment globose, 1.3 times as long as wide, 2 nd 2/3 the first in length and half as wide, 3 rd slightly longer than 4 th , more than twice as long as wide, 4 th and 5 th subequal, less than twice as long as wide, 6 th as long as the 5 th but a little wider, 7 th as long as wide, clearly wider than the 6 th , 8 th to 10 th as long as wide, 11 th 1.4 times as long as wide and 1.4 times the 10 th in length.
Pronotum 1.1 times wider than long, as wide as or lightly wider at base than at distal border; sides widening from base to beyond the basal third, weakly curved and constricted distally; distal corners not evident, widely separated from the prothoracic edge by the post-ocular process; pronotal punctures wide, superficial, flat, not confluent, the pronotal surface reticulated; lateral borders hardly visible from base to middle, then totally absent to the distal edge of the prothorax; the post-ocular process clearly extending dorsally beyond the anterior pronotal corner and a little beyond the upper border of the eye, its distal edge weakly convex; pronotal setae whitish to light yellow, moderately widened, regularly arranged, slightly larger than the setae on the frons. Sculpture of the prothoracic epimera like that of the pronotum but more superficial, and with setae somewhat thinner than the pronotal ones.
Mesothoracic episterna with very small whitish to light yellow setae. Metathoracic epimera 4.2 times as long as wide, finely punctured and with small curved whitish to light yellow setae. Metasternum with white hairs.
Legs: long, with whitish setae; all the femora unarmed, dark brown to black, weakly swollen, more so the fore ones; tibiae straight, gradually widened to the apex, reddish brown; tarsi reddish brown, moderately robust; claws bifid, with the inner tooth of each claw a little shorter than the outer one, the division starting at half the claw's length.
Elytra elongate (length/width at humeral level = 1.4); sides moderately widened to the distal third, then evenly curved to the apical corners, which form a right angle; elytral main punctures arranged in 10 regular rows; each interstria wider than the strial punctures and with a median row of whitish to light yellow, curved setae, which resemble those on the pronotum; each row of setae is 1-2 setae wide; also the sutural interstria with a row of setae; interstriae flat, the outermost weakly convex; epipleura relatively narrow, clearly tapering near the end of the metathoracic epimera, very slender from the basal third to the declivity.
Aedeagus (figs 46-47). Spermatheca (fig. 48 ). DESCRIPTION. Body length of the holotypus 4.2 mm (length range of the examined specimens: 3.4-4.5 mm). Habitus as in figs 11-12. Body uniformly black, without or with very light metallic reflections; pronotum black, usually without metallic reflection, sometimes lightly metallic; elytra black, usually with dark bluish metallic reflection; femora and tibiae black, frequently with bluish reflections; tarsi black; labrum and palpi black, mandibles black with paler apices; antennae black, sometimes the segments 1 to 6 partially reddish or reddish.
Head: frons convex, with a median longitudinal impression, almost flat between the eyes; the clypeus not or feebly inclined, with close round punctures, each with a seta; the frons with short, weakly widened, yellowish setae, which resemble those on the pronotum; surface of the frons with round, large and close punctures, flat at their bottom, separated by thin ridges; eyes moderately convex, oblong, their inner borders distant (in frontal view the distance between the eyes is about 3.0-3.4 times the width of a sin-gle eye) with a very narrow sulcus above. Antennae: 1 st segment globose, 1.5 times as long as wide, 2 nd 0.5 times the first in length and 3/5 as wide, 3 rd 1.3 times longer than the 4 th , more than twice as long as wide, 4 th to 6 th subequal in length, subquadrate or a little longer than wide, the 6 th wider than the 5 th , 7 th as long as wide, 8 th and 9 th transverse, 10 th as long as wide, 11 th 1.3 times as long as wide and 1.4 times the 10 th in length.
Pronotum 1.2 times wider than long, clearly wider at base than at distal border; base bisinuate, shortly produced backwards in the middle; sides curved throughout, shortly widened from the base to 1/5 of its length, gradually tapering distally; basal corners obtuse, distal corners not evident; pronotal punctures like those on the frons, round, large, flat at their bottom, sparse and close; the distance between two punctures less than half the diameter of each puncture, with surface usually smooth, in some specimens with a fine microreticulation; pronotal lateral borders thin, well marked, sometimes feebly serrate, evanescing only near the setal insertion at the distal pronotal corners; the post-ocular process ending at the level of the anterior pronotal corner, its distal edge almost straight, feebly protruding anteriad; pronotal setae light yellowish (more rarely golden), short, feebly widened. Prothoracic epimera closely and strongly punctured, with setae thinner and denser than on the pronotum.
Mesothoracic episterna closely and finely punctured, with dense, small, yellowish to whitish setae. Scutellum pentagonal, its surface with a fine microreticulation, with relatively strong punctures and small setae.
Metathoracic epimera 3.8 times as long as wide, finely and densely punctured, with small, curved, yellowish or whitish, feebly widened setae. Metasternum with yellowish or whitish hairs (rarely golden).
Legs: moderately long, robust, with feebly widened, light yellowish or whitish setae; femora either unarmed or with a small obtuse or acute tooth; femora weakly swollen, with strong punctuation and usually a fine microreticulation of the surface; fore and middle tibiae feebly curved, hind tibiae usually straight; tibiae gradually and moderately widened to the tip, with weak longitudinal costae and rows of hairs; tarsi dark, robust; claws bifid, with the inner tooth of each claw somewhat shorter than the outer one, the division starting at about 1/3 the claw's length.
Elytra elongate (length/width at humeral level = 1.3-1.4); sides feebly curved or subparallel to beyond mid-length, then regularly curved to the apical corners, which form a right angle; humeri prominent, covering the elytral sides in dorsal view; elytral setae arranged in 11 longitudinal rows (sometimes the row along the lateral elytral border incomplete), each row 1 to 3 setae wide; setae yellowish or whitish (rarely golden), curved, like those on the pronotum; elytral main punctures arranged in longitudinal rows ( fig.  25) ; interstriae flat on the discus, convex on the elytral sides and declivity, with fine punctures for setal insertions or almost impunctate; epipleura moderately wide at base, with punctures and small setae, gradually tapering posteriorly and evanescing at the level of the second abdominal sternite.
Aedeagus ( Mecistes tarsalis Chapuis, 1874 to black; labrum black, mandibles and palpi dark brown; 1 st and 7 th to 11 th antennal segments largely dark brown or black, segments 2 to 6 reddish.
Head: frons convex, with a median longitudinal impression, almost flat or feebly depressed between the eyes; the clypeus inclined, almost impunctate and glabrous; the frons with short, slender, yellowish setae, like those on the pronotum; surface of the frons with moderately strong, round punctures, the surface between the punctures flat, on the average as wide as the diameter of each puncture and with a fine microreticulation; eyes convex, their inner borders distant (in frontal view the distance between the eyes is about 2.9-3.3 times the width of a single eye) with a narrow and relatively deep sulcus above. Antennae: 1 st antennal segment globose, 1.6 times as long as wide, 2 nd 0.6 times the first in length and 3/5 as wide, 3 rd 1.5 times longer than the 4 th , twice as long as wide, 4 th to 6 th subequal in length, subquadrate or a little longer than wide, 7 th a little longer than wide, 8 th to 10 th as long as wide or a little longer than wide, 11 th 1.5 times as long as wide and 1.5 times the 10 th in length.
Pronotum 1.4 times wider than long, clearly wider at base than at distal border; base bisinuate; sides curved throughout, shortly widened from the base for 1/5 of its length, narrowed distally; basal corners obtuse, distal corners not evident; pronotal punctures like those on the frons, round, sparse, the surface between the punctures flat, on average as wide as the diameter of each puncture, near the pronotal base with very fine microreticulation; lateral borders thin, well marked, sometimes feebly serrate, evanescing only near the insertion of the setae at the distal pronotal corners; the postocular process ending at the level of the anterior pronotal corner, its distal edge almost straight near the pronotal corner, feebly protruding anteriad; pronotal setae light yellowish, short, slender. Prothoracic epimera densely punctured, with setae closer to each other than on the pronotum.
Mesothoracic episterna densely and finely punctured, with small, yellowish setae. Scutellum pentagonal, its surface shiny, with relatively strong punctures and small setae.
Metathoracic epimera 3.4 times as long as wide, finely and densely punctured, with small, curved, yellowish or whitish, slender setae. Metasternum with yellowish or whitish hairs.
Legs: moderately long, robust, with thin, light yellowish or whitish setae; femora unarmed, weakly swollen, with relatively strong punctuation and distinct microreticulation on the surface; tibiae feebly curved, usually more so the fore and middle ones; tibiae gradually and moderately widened to the tip, with thin longitudinal costae and rows of hairs; tarsi dark, robust, usually the fore tarsi in m slightly wider than in f; claws bifid, with the inner tooth of each claw reaching half the claw's length, the division starting near the claw's base.
Elytra moderately elongate (length/width at humeral level = 1.2); sides weakly curved or subparallel to beyond mid-length, then regularly curved to the apical corners, which form a right angle; humeri prominent, covering the elytral sides in dorsal view; elytral setae sparse, yellowish or whitish in colour, curved, like those on the pronotum; elytral punctures sparse on the discus, usually more regularly arranged in longitudinal rows on the declivity and on the elytral sides; punctures moderately strong, close to each other ( fig. 27 ); each elytron with three longitudinal, impunctate stripes, and a distinct costa starting from the humeral callus (figs 14 and 30) and reaching the apical corner; epipleura moderately wide at base, smooth, almost impunctate, gradually tapering backwards and evanescing at the level of the second abdominal sternite.
Aedeagus ( DESCRIPTION. Body length of the holotypus 2.6 mm (length range of the examined specimens: 2.3-3.5 mm).
Habitus as in figs 15-16. Body uniformly black, without metallic reflections; pronotum and elytra black, moderately bright; femora, tibiae and tarsi reddish, with the distal tarsal segment usually darkened distally; labrum, mandibles and palpi reddish; 1 st to 7 th antennal segments reddish, 8 th to 11 th reddish, more or less darkened on the outer and the distal portion.
Head: frons almost flat between the eyes; clypeus feebly inclined, strongly punctate proximally, with a few very small setae, impunctate distally; the frons with oblong, weakly widened, regularly arranged light yellow setae: in the middle of the frons the setae resemble those on the pronotum; surface of the frons with wide punctures, flat at their bottom, separated by thin ridges; frons with a shallow longitudinal sulcus in the middle; eyes moderately large and convex (in frontal view the distance between the eyes is about 3.2 times the width of a single eye) with a very thin and superficial sulcus above. Antennae: 1 st segment globose, 1.5 times as long as wide, 2 nd 3/5 the first in length and 2/3 as wide, 3 rd 1.5 times longer than the 4 th , twice as long as wide, 4 th to 6 th short, subequal in length, a little longer than wide, 7 th as long as wide, 8 th and 9 th weakly transverse, 10 th as long as wide, 11 th 1.5 times as long as wide and 1.5 times the 10 th in length.
Pronotum 1.2-1.3 times wider than long, a little wider at base than at distal border; sides evenly curved throughout; distal corners not evident; pronotal punctures wide, superficial, flat on bottom, separated by narrow interspaces, with a geometrical aspect making the pronotal surface reticulated ( fig. 22 ); lateral borders very thin, evanescing at the distal third; the post-ocular process weakly extending dorsally beyond the anterior pronotal angle, reaching the level of the upper border of the eye, its distal edge evenly curved and scarcely protruding anteriad; pronotal setae light yellow, slender, each of them arising from the middle of a pronotal puncture, and as long as the setae on the frons. Prothoracic epimera densely punctured, with setae resembling those on the pronotum and usually partially covered by waxy secretion.
Mesothoracic episterna with small, light yellowish setae. Scutellum pentagonal, with wide distal angle; surface punctured, bearing moderately broad yellowish setae.
Metathoracic epimera 4.5 times as long as wide, finely punctured, with small, curved, light yellow, moderately widened setae, usually with waxy secretion. Metasternum with light yellowish hairs.
Legs: long and relatively slender, with thin, light yellowish setae; all the femora with a small acute tooth beneath, weakly swollen, especially the fore femora, the punctuation very fine; tibiae almost straight, gradually widening to the tip, reddish, with thin longitudinal costae, almost impunctate, with rows of very small hairs; tarsi reddish, moderately robust, the last article darkened distally; in m the fore tarsi a little wider than in f; claws bifid, with the inner tooth of each claw shorter than the outer one, the division starting near the claw's base.
Elytra elongate (length/width at humeral level = 1.2-1.4); sides subparallel to midlength, then evenly curved to the apical corners, which form a right angle; humeri prominent, covering the elytral sides in dorsal view; each elytron with 11 longitudinal rows (including the row on the elytral border) of light yellowish, curved setae, which resemble those on the pronotum, each row 1-2 setae wide; the interspaces between these rows with irregular, relatively large, bare punctures ( fig. 26 ); epipleura moderately wide at base, with yellowish setae, gradually tapering to the end of the metathoracic epimera, very thin from this point and evanescing near the distal border of the 1 st sternite.
Aedeagus (figs 55-56). Spermatheca ( fig. 57 ): spermathecal duct more than twice as long as the spermathecal length. DERIVATIO NOMINIS. The species is named after Richard Thompson, a well-known spe-cialist in Coleoptera Curculionidae, who helped me with suggestions and discussions on beetle morphology and anatomy and with his experience in taxonomy. distal corners not evident; pronotal punctures wide, superficial, flat on bottom, polygonal, separated by narrow interspaces, the pronotal surface reticulated; lateral borders hardly present near the prothorax base, totally absent distally; the post-ocular process ending at level of the anterior pronotal angle, its distal edge weakly curved, shortly protruding; pronotal setae light yellowish, slender, arising from the middle of each pronotal puncture. Prothoracic epimera densely punctured, reticulated, with setae smaller than those on pronotum.
VERIFIED
Mesothoracic episterna with thin, light yellowish setae. Scutellum quadrangular, with the distal edge almost straight; the surface punctate-rugose.
Metathoracic epimera 3.6 times as long as wide, finely punctured, with small, curved, light yellow, moderately widened setae. Metasternum with light yellowish hairs.
Legs: long and slender, with thin, light yellowish setae; femora unarmed, weakly swollen, almost impunctate; tibiae almost straight on the outer side, the inner side weakly curved; tibiae gradually and moderately widened to the tip, reddish, with thin longitudinal costae and rows of hairs; tarsi reddish, moderately robust; claws bifid, with the inner tooth of each claw shorter than the outer one, the division starting at 1/3 the claw's length.
Elytra elongate (length/width at humeral level = 1.3); sides curved throughout, weakly widening to middle then evenly curved to the apices, which form a right angle; humeri prominent, covering the elytral sides in dorsal view; elytral setae irreguarly arranged, showing traces of rows only at sides of the elytral declivity; setae light yellowish, curved, on average longer than those on the pronotum; elytral punctures irregular, strong, close, partially confluent ( fig. 29) ; epipleura wide at base, smooth, with yellowish setae, gradually tapering backwards and evanescing near the distal border of the first abdominal sternite.
Aedeagus ( 
